
been stylishly fitted out by local craftsmen from the Village
Workshop in Laxey, and exudes an air of quality. Following
a soft opening at the end of 2007 the project is gathering
momentum, and the range of predominantly local goods is
growing.

For John it was an opportunity in the heart of Douglas to
market some of the unique and exclusively Manx produce
of Laxey Woollen Mills. But the shelves are also adorned
with hand-crafted Manx jewellery and craft work from
prominent local producers: ‘As in so many areas of
commerce Manx people tend to hide their light under a
bushel,’ explained John. ‘We want to raise the profile and
the reputation of Isle of Man artisans and show they are a
match for anywhere,’ he said.

Several prominent and talented local artisans have already
teamed up with MostlyManx, and their produce is being
displayed in the Douglas shop.These include Allan King (The
Laxey Blacksmith), Sonia’s Reflections (Jewellery and Light
Catchers), Nigel Thompson trading as Manx Box  (hand
made wooden music boxes), Corsages from Elizabeth Cowin
and exclusive jigsaws from the Manx Jigsaw Company.

The strong links between MostlyManx and Laxey Woollen
Mills is the first stage of what John hopes will evolve into a
form of co-operative network: ‘It’s an organic process which
is aimed at bringing long term benefit to the companies and
artisans involved, and to the Isle of Man as a whole.’

John has always been an intrinsic part of the family
business at the Woollen Mills in Laxey, and stepped into his

father’s formidable shoes on his retirement. A skilled
weaver himself John has embarked on this new venture
with the full support of sister Dian.

The Mill at Laxey enjoyed its halcyon period during the
days of mass tourism, but more recently, under John’s
stewardship, it has quietly entered a new phase in its
illustrious history. Improvements to the fabric of the
building, coupled with a resurgent interest in naturally
produced items have opened a new window of
opportunity for the Mill. Furthermore the mill buildings are
developing as the new home for a number of artisans
specialising not just in weaving but art, fine woodwork,
embroidery and jewellery making. The work of these
artisans is showcased both in their own workshops and by
MostlyManx.

MostlyManx is gathering momentum and in the coming
months Manx Tails will keep readers abreast of
developments along with information about some of the
talented people working to make the initiative a success.

T
here’s no doubt that the Island has an
abundance of talented and creative
people across a myriad of skills. To date
however they have had only limited
opportunities to market their talents for

both their own benefit and the wider good of the
Isle of Man.

Now though, thanks to a new initiative promoted by John
Wood, owner/manager of the Laxey Woollen Mills, some of
the Island’s top artisans have a new vehicle through which
to market their wares.

MostlyManx is a new store in Nelson Street, Douglas, but
more than that it’s the birth of a new co-operative ideal,
which will be rolled out and developed in the coming months.

John is joint owner with sister Dian of the family owned
Laxey Woollen Mills, and for some time has been laying the
foundations for the new venture, which – in essence – is a
commercially structured skills co-operative to raise the
profile of local artisans.

The launch of the Mostly Manx shop in Nelson Street has
been the first tangible evidence of the project. The shop has

An exciting new concept is born….


